Soil Methods

1. Soil samples will be carefully collected (this was done using a knife to take the top layer of hardened soil from the surface).  Collect soil crust if available or soil aggregate. Samples were taken from a representative place in each sixteen 10 meter plots in uniform sites.

2. All samples should be air dried.  

3. Place the sample in sieve baskets.

4. Fill plastic box with 2 cm of DI-water.

5. Place sieve basket with soil sample in compartments of the box.

6. Observe samples for five minutes. Record stability class 1 and 2

7. After five minutes quickly raise the sieve (with sample inside) out of the water and return sieve into the water. It should take 2 seconds to complete the cycle.

8. The cycle should be completed a total of five times. Record stability classes 3-6.

	Stability Class
	Criteria for assignment to stability class (for “Standard Characterization”)

	0
	Soil too unstable to sample (falls through sieve).

	1
	50 % of structural integrity lost within 5 seconds of insertion in water.

	2
	50 % of structural integrity lost 5 - 30 seconds after insertion.

	3
	50 % of structural integrity lost 30 - 300 seconds after insertion or < 10 % of soil remains on the sieve after 5 dipping cycles.

	4
	10 - 25% of soil remaining on sieve after 5 dipping cycles.

	5
	25 - 75% of soil remaining on sieve after 5 dipping cycles.

	6
	75 - 100% of soil remaining on sieve after 5 dipping cycles.
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